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2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

2.1 Physical Setting

The entire site consists of approximately ten (10) acres with the primary operating portion of the
facility on less than one (1) acre that is contained within the security fence (Figure 1-2).   The
Holmesville Compressor Station is located in the southeastern quadrant of the Holmesville, Ohio
7.5 minute United States Geological Survey (USGS) Quadrangle (Figure 1-1).  The Holmesville
Compressor Station is found within an area of low to moderate topographical relief.  The site is
located on the Salt Creek flood plain at an elevation of approximately eight-hundred and fifty
(850) feet above mean sea level (msl).  The elevation of the surrounding ridges within a one (1) to
two (2) miles radius of the site are over one-thousand one-hundred (1,100) feet above msl and is
over two-hundred and fifty (250) feet above the site elevation. The surface topography is nearly
level covered by grasses and herbaceous vegetation around the site borders and by gravel
pavement in operational areas.  Immediately upgradient of the site is an elevated, former railroad
track bed now used as a trail.  Given location and topography, some run-off from the former rail
bed is directed over the site.  Access to the site is by a driveway off County Road 192.

2.2 Climate

The site is located in Holmes County, Ohio, which is characterized with a moderate climate with
hot summers and cold winters.  The average daily temperature is 29 degrees Fahrenheit in winter
and 70 degrees Fahrenheit in summer  The Holmes County area receives an average annual
precipitation of thirty seven (37) inches and an average snowfall of twenty-eight (28) inches.
Prevailing winds are from the south.  The greatest levels of precipitation occur from April through
September, the lowest levels occur in December and January (U. S. Department of Agriculture,
Soil Survey of Holmes County, 1988).

2.3 Surface Water Hydrology

The site is located within the Salt Creek drainage basin, which discharges into the Killbuck Creek.
The surrounding regional surface topography is incised by a well defined surface-water drainage
network. The site is located on the well defined, flat and laterally extensive flood plain of Salt
creek, which is the perennial stream that receives drainage from the region.  Salt Creek is located
approximately three-hundred (300) feet north of the site.  Moderate sloping hills are present along
the sides of Salt Creek and include various valleys with tributaries within a one (1) mile radius of
the site.  Salt Creek flows to the west within the site area and turns south to Killbuck Creek,
which flows into Walhounding River approximately twenty (20) miles south of the site.

The site land surface  is flat, and not serviced by a surface water drainage system.  Based on the
Holmes County Soil Survey, soils within the site area are well drained.  Surface water flow is
through sheet flow runoff and infiltration.
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2.4 Geology and Soils

The site is situated within the Glaciated Plateau section of the Appalachian Plateau Physiographic
Province.  Bedrock underlying the site area is comprised of the Logan Formation of Mississippian
age, which includes shales, sandstone, and silt stone. The Pottsville Formation of the Pennsylvania
age forms the cap rock on the surrounding hills, which consists primarily of resistant sandstone.
Formation thickness in the site area is probably in excess of several hundred feet (U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Soil Survey of Holmes County, 1988).  Based on visual observations
made during past and current characterization activities, the surface soils at the site consist of an
alluvium of silty clay with sand and gravel.  The Salt Creek Stream Valley contains glacial
deposits made up of till and outwash that is reportedly up to two-hundred (200) feet thick within
the valley bottom.  On the surrounding upper valley sides, the glacial drift deposit thickness' range
from less than ten (10) feet to about twenty (20) feet.  The site area contains kames and kame
terraces containing gravel and sand from the Pleistocene (Wisconsinian) age.  Review of the
United States Department of Agricultural (USDA) Soil Survey (1988) found that the site is
underlain by the Tg-Tioga Soil Series.  These soils are deep and well-drained on the highest flood
plain and form in alluvium. Slopes range from zero to 2 percent.

2.5 Hydrogeology and Groundwater Quality

Throughout the site area, useable quantities of groundwater are generally obtained from wells
installed in glacial valley deposits and bedrock formations.  In other areas, seeps may be a source
of potable water supply.  The Holmesville Compressor Station is serviced by public water and
sewer.

The principal source of groundwater is recharge from precipitation.  The direction of regional
groundwater flow is controlled, to a large extent, by bedrock fracture orientation and high
permeability glacial valley deposits.  Regional  topography influences the development and flow
direction of local shallow aquifers where the groundwater surface typically mimics the ground
surface topography.  The unsaturated zone is generally more extensive at higher elevations and
less extensive at lower elevations near surface water bodies.

Based on site topography and the presence of Salt Creek, the water table is expected to occur at
an elevation of approximately eight-hundred and forty (840) feet above msl, which is less than
fifteen (15) feet bgs.  The direction of the groundwater flow is assumed to be north/northwest
toward Salt Creek; however, this is not based on the collection of field data.
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3.0 CHARACTERIZATION FIELD WORK

3.1 Investigation and Sampling Procedures and Methods

This section provides an overview of the field and laboratory assessment activities that were used
during the execution of this site characterization.  The characterization activities were conducted
by SE Technologies Inc following the requirements of the U.S. EPA approved General SAP dated
31 March, 1999 on 16 through 23 August 1999.  Representatives from the U.S. EPA's oversight
contractor, the United States Army Corps of Engineers, were not present during the fieldwork.

The SAP was prepared based on a review of the results of previous site characterization and
response activity reports, the preparation of an FRW, and a review of the requirements of the
CWP dated April 1999.  At the time that the characterization was completed, the following
variances were made and have been documented in Table 3-1.

 At PRA #1 – 1000-Gallon Station Pipeline Liquid UT, visual staining was observed at soil
borings SB001 and SB002, therefore samples SB001-40001 (0-2 feet below ground surface
[bgs]), SB001-70002 (11-12 feet bgs), SB002-70002 (11-12 feet bgs) were added for vertical
delineation.

Boring SB030 was added for lateral delineation of boring SB001 and SB002 due to visual
staining.

Water was encountered in soil boring SB001; therefore, water sample ML001 and its
duplicate were collected.  Sample ML001-60002 and its duplicate, ML001-61002 were field
filtered and analyzed only for PCBs.

 At PRA #2 – 1000-Gallon Field Production Pipeline Liquid UT, soil sample SB004-70002 (11
– 12 feet bgs) was added for vertical delineation in response to visible staining.  Boring SB031
was added for lateral delineation of  soil boring SB003 in response to visible staining.

 At PRA #4 – Vent Stack/Flame Arrestor Unit, soil borings SS005-70001 (2-3 feet bgs) and
SS005-70002 (3-4 feet bgs) were added for vertical delineation of surface soil sample
ASS005 due to visual staining.

 At PRA #13 – Compressor #2, visual staining was observed at soil boring SB015; therefore,
additional soil borings SB032 and SB033 were added for lateral delineation.

Water was encountered in soil boring SB015; therefore, water sample ML003 was collected.
Water sample HOV-AML003-60002 and its duplicate, HOV-AML003-61002 were field
filtered and analyzed for PCBs.
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 At PRA #17 – Reboilers, water was encountered in soil boring SB018; therefore, water
sample ML002 was collected.

Soil boring SB018 inadvertently was not analyzed for Arsenic; therefore, the soil samples
were relogged and relabeled with a “B” prefix and analyzed for Arsenic.  The samples were
also inadvertently analyzed for Glycols.

Soil boring ASB019 was inadvertently analyzed for Glycol.

 Background – Soil Boring SB034 was added as an additional background sample due to odor
noted at background soil boring SB020.  The background sample collected from SB034 also
was analyzed for Table 1 Metals and Mercury.

As specified in Section 4.2.2 of the CWP, modifications to the analyte list were made to include
the addition of Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs) at PRAs associated with pipeline
liquids where surface staining or free phase liquids were observed during field activities.  PAH
analyses were added to a total of thirty (30) samples.

This characterization focused on the collection of surface and shallow subsurface (less than five
(5) feet bgs) soil samples.  Subsurface soil sample (less than twelve (12) feet bgs) were collected
as needed.  Because water was encountered in the soil boring, ground water samples were
collected.  As stated in the CWP and SAP, additional groundwater delineation characterization
will be conducted, if site-related constituents are detected above the CAL and/or background at
the groundwater interface or if the sites water supply has been affected.  In all, nineteen (19)
PRAs were evaluated.

Appendix A of the CWP provides a detailed presentation of SOPs for the conduct of field
activities.  To facilitate review of the characterization results, the following subsections briefly
describe the methodologies used to collect samples and/or other components of the field
characterization effort.  Also discussed are SOP modifications necessary to complete the required
field effort.  All investigation derived waste (IDW) was managed and disposed of in accordance
with SOP No. 20 of the CWP.

3.1.1 Soils

Surface and subsurface soil sampling (less than 12 feet bgs) at this site was performed using
stainless steel hand trowels, sample spoons and hand augers.  Samples were also collected using a
direct push (Geoprobe) method.  Surface soil samples for PCBs and Inorganics were obtained
from the zero to 0.5 foot bgs interval.  Surface soil samples for Volatile And Semi-Volatile
Organic Compounds (VOCs and SVOCs) and Benzene, Toluene, Ethylbenzene, and Xylenes
(BTEX) were obtained from a depth interval of one-half (0.5) to one (1) foot bgs.  Where surface
gravel was present, soil samples were collected from native soil after removing the gravel.  The
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4.3 Analytical Results for Investigative Samples

A summary of the analytical methods for each PRA is shown in Table 4-2.  Analytical results for
the sampling completed are summarized in Table 4-3.  A summary of QA/QC samples is
presented in Table 3-4.

Figure 4-2 presents analytical result that exceed the CALs and/or background on the site based
map to facilitate review.  The results are discussed by media by PRA in the following subsections.
The results are also provided on a compact disk.  Columbia maintains a hard copy of all analytical
data should additional review be needed.

4.3.1 Background Sample Results

A total of  seventeen (17) background soil samples and one (1) duplicate sample were collected
for this characterization as presented below:

Sample Number Depth (ft) Analysis

HOV-ASB020-70001
HOV-ASB020-71001

11-12

HOV-ASB021-40001 0-1
HOV-ASB021-70001 2-3
HOV-ASB021-70002 3-4
HOV-ASB022-40001 0-1
HOV-ASB022-70001 2-3
HOV-ASB022-70002 3-4
HOV-ASB022-70003 5-6
HOV-ASB022-70004 6-7

Table 1 Constituents
(Table 1 from the CWP)

HOV-ASB023-40001
HOV-ASB024-40001
HOV-ASB025-40001
HOV-ASB026-40001
HOV-ASB027-40001
HOV-ASB028-40001
HOV-ASB029-40001
HOV-ASB034-40001

0-1 Table 1 Metals
(except Mercury)
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Benzene and Xylenes were detected in sample HOV-ASB022-40001 and Acetone was detected in
samples HOV-ASB022-70001 and HOV-ASB022-70002 at concentrations well below the CALs,
and these samples are not considered to represent background.

All constituents were below CALs except for Arsenic (CAL = 0.43 mg/kg), which ranged in
concentrations from 10.1 milligrams per kilogram (mg/kg) to 82.1 mg/kg (average of sample
HOV-ASB020-70001 and its duplicate).

As provided for in the CWP, the highest concentration of a constituent detected or a
concentration equal to two (2) times the arithmetic mean of  levels detected in background
samples as presented in Appendix H are used to establish background concentrations.  The site
background concentrations for detected constituents are presented below:

Analyte Background Level (mg/kg)

Arsenic 82.1

Cadmium 2.04

Chromium 22.4

Barium 647

Nickel 34.64

Lead 37.57

Benzene 0.006

Xylene 0.009

Acetone 0.15

No PCBs or PAHs were detected in the background samples.

4.3.2 Soil Sample Results

PRA #1 – 1,000-Gallon Station Pipeline Liquid UT

Two (2) surface soil samples (0.0 – 1.0 foot bgs) and eight (8) subsurface soil samples, (one [1]
0.0 – 2.0 feet bgs, one [1] 2.0 – 3.0 feet bgs, one [1] 3.0 – 4.0 feet bgs, three [3] 6.0 – 7.0 feet
bgs, and two [2] 11.0 – 12.0) feet bgs were collected and submitted for BTEX and PCB analyses.
In addition, two (2) surface and five (5) subsurface soil samples also were analyzed for PAHs in
response to observed staining.  PAH and PCB concentrations were not detected.  BTEX
concentrations were non-detect or detected below the CALs.
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PRA #8 – Discharge Line Filter

One (1) surface soil sample , (0.0 – 1.0 foot bgs), two (2) subsurface soil sample (2.0 – 3.0 feet
bgs and 3.0 – 4.0 feet bgs) and one (1) duplicate sample were collected and submitted for BTEX,
PCB, and PAH analyses.  BTEX, PCB, and PAH concentrations were non-detect.

PRA #9 – Contactor Towers

Two (2) surface soil samples (0.0 – 1.0 foot bgs) and four (4) subsurface soil samples (two [2]
2.0 – 3.0 feet bgs and two [2] 3.0 – 4.0 feet bgs) were collected and submitted for BTEX, PCB
and Arsenic analyses.  In addition, one (1) surface soil sample and two (2) subsurface soil samples
were also analyzed for PAHs in response to observed staining.  BTEX, PCB, and PAH
concentrations were not detected.  Arsenic concentrations were non-detect or detected below the
CAL and/or background.

PRA #10 – Compressor #1

Two (2) surface soil samples (0.0 – 1.0 foot bgs) and four (4) subsurface soil sample (two [2] 2.0
– 3.0 feet bgs and two [2] 3.0 – 4.0 feet bgs) were collected and submitted for BTEX and PCB
analyses.  PCB concentrations were not detected.  BTEX concentrations were non-detect or
detected below the CALs.

PRA #11 – Former Drum Storage Area #1

One (1) surface soil sample (0.0 – 1.0 foot bgs) was collected and submitted and analyses of the
Table 1 list of constituents.  VOC, PAH, and PCB concentrations were not detected.  Table 1
Metals concentrations were non-detect or detected below the CALs and/or background.

PRA #12 – Compressor Engine Vents/Blowdowns #1

One (1) surface soil sample (0.0 – 0.5 foot bgs) was collected and submitted for PCB analysis.
PCB concentrations were not detected.

PRA #13 – Compressor #2

Four (4) surface soil samples (0.0 – 1.0 foot bgs), ten (10) subsurface soil samples, (five [5] 2.0 –
3.0 feet bgs, three [3] 3.0 – 4.0 feet bgs, one [1] 6.0 – 7.0 feet bgs, and one [1] 11.0 – 12.0 feet
bgs) and one (1) duplicate sample were collected and submitted for BTEX and PCB analyses.  In
addition, one (1) surface soil sample, seven (7) subsurface soil samples, and one (1) duplicate soil
sample were also analyzed for PAHs in response to observed staining.  PCB and PAH
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concentrations were not detected.  BTEX concentrations were non-detect or detected below the
CALs.

PRA #14 – Former Drum Storage Area #2

One (1) surface soil sample (0.0 – 1.0 foot bgs) and one (1) duplicate sample were collected and
submitted for analysis Table 1 list of constituents.  VOC, PAH, and PCB concentrations were not
detected.  Table 1 Metals concentrations were non-detect or detected below the CALs and/or
background.

PRA #15 – Compressor Engine Vents/Blowdowns #2

One (1) surface soil samples (0.0 – 0.5 foot bgs) was collected and submitted for PCB analyses.
PCB concentrations were not detected.

PRA #16 – Former Compressor #3

Two (2) surface soil samples (0.0 – 1.0 foot bgs) and four (4) subsurface soil sample (two [2] 2.0
– 3.0 feet bgs and two [2] 3.0 – 4.0 feet bgs) were collected and submitted for BTEX and PCB
analyses.  In addition, one (1) surface soil sample and two (2) subsurface soil samples were also
analyzed for PAHs in response to observed staining.  PCB and PAH concentrations were not
detected.  BTEX concentrations were non-detect or detected below the CALs.

PRA #17 – Reboilers

Three (3) surface soil samples (0.0 – 1.0 foot bgs) and six (6) subsurface soil samples (three[3]
2.0 – 3.0 feet bgs and three [3] 3.0 – 4.0 feet bgs) were collected and submitted for Glycol,
Arsenic, BTEX, and PCB analyses.  Glycol and PCB concentrations were not detected.  BTEX
and Arsenic concentrations were non-detect or detected below the CALs and/or background.

PRA #18 – Former Compressor Engine Vents/Blowdown #3

One (1) surface soil sample (0.0 – 0.5 foot bgs) was collected and submitted for PCB analyses.
PCB concentrations were not detected.

PRA #19 – Former Drum Storage Area #3

One (1) surface soil sample (0.0 – 1.0 foot bgs) was collected and submitted for analyses of the
Table 1 list of constituents.  VOC, PCB, and PAH concentrations were not detected.  Table 1
Metals concentrations were non-detect or detected below the CALs and/or background.
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APPENDIX C

SOIL BORING LOG FORMS
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APPENDIX H

BACKGROUND WORKSHEETS



CALCULATION OF ARSENIC BACKGROUND LEVELS

Note: Fourteen (14) background soil samples and one (1) duplicate background soil sample were
collected.

Background Data for Arsenic:

HOV-ASB020-70001 & ASB020-71001 82.1 mg/kg1

HOV-ASB021-40001 13.6 mg/kg
HOV-ASB021-70001 18.2 mg/kg
HOV-ASB021-70002 16.3 mg/kg
HOV-ASB022-70003 20.4 mg/kg
HOV-ASB022-70004 13.6 mg/kg
HOV-ASB023-40001 16.5 mg/kg
HOV-ASB024-40001 14.7 mg/kg
HOV-ASB025-40001 14.6 mg/kg
HOV-ASB026-40001 14.4 mg/kg
HOV-ASB027-40001 16.6 mg/kg
HOV-ASB028-40001 10.1 mg/kg
HOV-ASB029-40001 43.2 mg/kg
HOV-ASB034-40001 12.6 mg/kg

Total  = 306.9 mg/kg

Average  = 21.9 mg/kg
x2

Calculated Background Level  = 43.8 mg/kg

Maximum Background = 82.1 mg/kg

Identified Site Background Concentration = 82.1 mg/kg

*NOTE:  Calculations based on: “Data Collection and Evaluation, Human Health Risk
Assessment Bulletin, No. 2., Supplemental Guidance to RAGs.” Office of Technical
Services, U.S. EPA Region IV, October 1996.

1 The average of ASB020-70001 (138 J mg/kg) and a field duplicate, ASB020-71001 (26.2 mg/kg).



CALCULATION OF BARIUM BACKGROUND LEVELS

Note: Fourteen (14) background soil samples and one (1) duplicate background soil sample were
collected.

Background Data for Barium:

HOV-ASB020-70001 & ASB020-71001 48.1 mg/kg1

HOV-ASB021-40001 95.2 mg/kg
HOV-ASB021-70001 89.2 mg/kg
HOV-ASB021-70002 53.1 mg/kg
HOV-ASB022-70003 64.9 mg/kg
HOV-ASB022-70004 44.8 mg/kg
HOV-ASB023-40001 122.0 mg/kg
HOV-ASB024-40001 81.5 mg/kg
HOV-ASB025-40001 86.3 mg/kg
HOV-ASB026-40001 77.2 mg/kg
HOV-ASB027-40001 102.0 mg/kg
HOV-ASB028-40001 647.0 mg/kg
HOV-ASB029-40001 193.0 mg/kg
HOV-ASB034-40001 79.1 mg/kg

Total  = 1783.4 mg/kg

Average  = 127.4 mg/kg
x2

Calculated Background Level  = 254.8 mg/kg

Maximum Background = 647.0 mg/kg

Identified Site Background Concentration = 647.0 mg/kg

*NOTE:  Calculations based on: “Data Collection and Evaluation, Human Health Risk
Assessment Bulletin, No. 2., Supplemental Guidance to RAGs.” Office of Technical
Services, U.S. EPA Region IV, October 1996.

1 The average of ASB020-70001 (41.6 J mg/kg) and a field duplicate, ASB020-71001 (54.6 J mg/kg).



CALCULATION OF CADMIUM BACKGROUND LEVELS

Note: Fourteen (14) background soil samples and one (1) duplicate background soil sample were
collected.

Background Data for Cadmium:

HOV-ASB020-70001 & ASB020-71001 1.07 mg/kg1,2

HOV-ASB021-40001 1.5 mg/kg
HOV-ASB021-70001 1.5 mg/kg
HOV-ASB021-70002 1.5 mg/kg
HOV-ASB022-70003 1.9 mg/kg
HOV-ASB022-70004 1.3 mg/kg
HOV-ASB023-40001 0.6 mg/kg2

HOV-ASB024-40001 0.6 mg/kg2

HOV-ASB025-40001 0.6 mg/kg2

HOV-ASB026-40001 0.6 mg/kg2

HOV-ASB027-40001 0.65 mg/kg2

HOV-ASB028-40001 0.6 mg/kg2

HOV-ASB029-40001 0.6 mg/kg2

HOV-ASB034-40001 1.2 mg/kg

Total  = 14.22 mg/kg

Average  = 1.02 mg/kg
x2

Calculated Background Level  = 2.04 mg/kg

Maximum Background = 1.9 mg/kg

Identified Site Background Concentration = 2.04 mg/kg

*NOTE:  Calculations based on: “Data Collection and Evaluation, Human Health Risk
Assessment Bulletin, No. 2., Supplemental Guidance to RAGs.” Office of Technical
Services, U.S. EPA Region IV, October 1996.

1 The average of ASB020-70001 (1.6 mg/kg) and a field duplicate, ASB020-71001 (1.1 u mg/kg).
2 Cadmium was non-detected.  One half (1/2) the detection limit is used.



CALCULATION OF CHROMIUM BACKGROUND LEVELS

Note: Fourteen (14) background soil samples and one (1) duplicate background soil sample were
collected.

Background Data for Chromium:

HOV-ASB020-70001 & ASB020-71001 11.3 mg/kg1

HOV-ASB021-40001 9.9 mg/kg
HOV-ASB021-70001 12.5 mg/kg
HOV-ASB021-70002 11.0 mg/kg
HOV-ASB022-70003 14.1 mg/kg
HOV-ASB022-70004 10.5 mg/kg
HOV-ASB023-40001 12.3 mg/kg
HOV-ASB024-40001 10.8 mg/kg
HOV-ASB025-40001 11.5 mg/kg
HOV-ASB026-40001 10.3 mg/kg
HOV-ASB027-40001 13.0 mg/kg
HOV-ASB028-40001 8.0 mg/kg
HOV-ASB029-40001 12.5 mg/kg
HOV-ASB034-40001 9.2 mg/kg

Total  = 156.9 mg/kg

Average  = 11.21 mg/kg
x2

Calculated Background Level  = 22.4 mg/kg

Maximum Background = 14.1 mg/kg

Identified Site Background Concentration = 22.4 mg/kg

*NOTE:  Calculations based on: “Data Collection and Evaluation, Human Health Risk
Assessment Bulletin, No. 2., Supplemental Guidance to RAGs.” Office of Technical
Services, U.S. EPA Region IV, October 1996.

1 The average of ASB020-70001 (10.3 J mg/kg) and a field duplicate, ASB020-71001 (12.3 mg/kg).



CALCULATION OF LEAD BACKGROUND LEVELS

Note: Fourteen (14) background soil samples and one (1) duplicate background soil sample were
collected.

Background Data for Lead:

HOV-ASB020-70001 & ASB020-71001 37.57 mg/kg1,2

HOV-ASB021-40001 12.5 mg/kg2

HOV-ASB021-70001 12.45 mg/kg2

HOV-ASB021-70002 12.05 mg/kg2

HOV-ASB022-70003 12.65 mg/kg2

HOV-ASB022-70004 12.35 mg/kg2

HOV-ASB023-40001 12.0 mg/kg2

HOV-ASB024-40001 11.95 mg/kg2

HOV-ASB025-40001 12.05 mg/kg2

HOV-ASB026-40001 11.95 mg/kg2

HOV-ASB027-40001 12.8 mg/kg2

HOV-ASB028-40001 11.55 mg/kg2

HOV-ASB029-40001 25.7 mg/kg
HOV-ASB034-40001 11.6 mg/kg2

Total  = 208.72 mg/kg

Average  = 14.91 mg/kg
x2

Calculated Background Level  = 29.82 mg/kg

Maximum Background = 37.57 mg/kg

Identified Site Background Concentration = 37.57 mg/kg

*NOTE:  Calculations based on: “Data Collection and Evaluation, Human Health Risk
Assessment Bulletin, No. 2., Supplemental Guidance to RAGs.” Office of Technical
Services, U.S. EPA Region IV, October 1996.

1 The average of ASB020-70001 (63.7 J mg/kg) and a field duplicate, ASB020-71001 (11.45 mg/kg)2.
2 Lead was non-detected.  One-half the detection limit is used.



CALCULATION OF NICKEL BACKGROUND LEVELS

Note: Fourteen (14) background soil samples and one (1) duplicate background soil sample were
collected.

Background Data for Nickel:

HOV-ASB020-70001 & ASB020-71001 24.95 mg/kg1

HOV-ASB021-40001 15.9 mg/kg
HOV-ASB021-70001 17.1 mg/kg
HOV-ASB021-70002 15.0 mg/kg
HOV-ASB022-70003 18.8 mg/kg
HOV-ASB022-70004 13.4 mg/kg
HOV-ASB023-40001 17.5 mg/kg
HOV-ASB024-40001 14.4 mg/kg
HOV-ASB025-40001 15.9 mg/kg
HOV-ASB026-40001 13.5 mg/kg
HOV-ASB027-40001 17.7 mg/kg
HOV-ASB028-40001 13.0 mg/kg
HOV-ASB029-40001 32.6 mg/kg
HOV-ASB034-40001 12.7 mg/kg

Total  = 242.45 mg/kg

Average  = 17.32 mg/kg
x2

Calculated Background Level  = 34.64 mg/kg

Maximum Background = 32.6 mg/kg

Identified Site Background Concentration = 34.64 mg/kg

*NOTE:  Calculations based on: “Data Collection and Evaluation, Human Health Risk
Assessment Bulletin, No. 2., Supplemental Guidance to RAGs.” Office of Technical
Services, U.S. EPA Region IV, October 1996.

1 The average of ASB020-70001 (32.4 J mg/kg) and a field duplicate, ASB020-71001 (17.5 J- mg/kg).




